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Fiscal Implications:  None 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health (DOH) supports Senate Concurrent 2 

Resolution 28 (S.C.R. 28) and designating March as Hawaii Kidney Awareness Month.  3 

Hawaii’s kidney failure rate is 30% higher than the national rate, and studies have shown that 4 

incidence rates of end stage kidney disease among Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders 5 

are especially high. 6 

Diabetes and high blood pressure are the two leading causes of kidney failure.  It is 7 

possible to delay or prevent chronic kidney disease through early detection and appropriate 8 

management of these chronic diseases.  According to data from the Hawaii Behavioral Risk 9 

Factor Surveillance System, 11% of  Hawaii’s adults have type 2 diabetes, and 31% have high 10 

blood pressure.1,2  The DOH Diabetes Prevention and Control Program and Heart Disease and 11 

Stroke Program work with partners across the state to support management of diabetes and high 12 

blood pressure and early detection of chronic kidney disease. 13 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 14 

Offered Amendments:  None 15 
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March 24, 2023 

The Hon. Joy San Buenaventura, Chair 

The Hon. Henry Aquino, Vice-Chair 

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 

The Hon. Chris Lee, Chair 

The Hon. Lorraine Inouye, Vice-Chair 

Senate Committee on Transportation and Culture & the Arts 

 

Members of the Committees 

 

 Re: SCR 28, Relating to Kidney Awareness Month 

 

Aloha Chair San Buenaventura, Chair Lee and members of the committees, 

 

On behalf of U.S. Renal Care, we are writing to commend you on the introduction, and request 

that you adopt the passage, of the House and Senate Concurrent Resolutions which will help 

educate the community by naming March Hawaii Kidney Awareness month.   

 

U.S. Renal Care serves more than 1,000 patients in Hawaii and more than 26,000 patients across 

32 states in more than 400 facilities providing in-center and home dialysis. Our mission is to 

change the lives of people living with kidney disease. We spend each and every day dedicated to 

promoting awareness about kidney health. 

 

Kidney disease is often referred to as a “silent disease” because there are usually no symptoms 
during its early stages. As many as 90% of people who have chronic kidney disease don’t know 
they have the disease until it is very advanced. Recent reports analyzing national data on end-

stage renal failure and kidney transplants shows that people from Indigenous Pacific 

communities who need kidney transplants are less likely to get them. This is particularly 

problematic since Pacific Islanders are disproportionately afflicted by kidney disease.  

 

The earlier someone finds out that they have kidney disease, the sooner that steps can be taken to 

prevent further damage. Therefore, awareness about kidney health and disease is imperative to 

promote health in Hawaii. 

 

Please support these resolutions. 
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March 24, 2023 

1:00 p.m. 
Conference Room 225 and Videoconference 

 
Re: SCR 28, DESIGNATING THE MONTH OF MARCH AS HAWAII KIDNEY 
AWARENESS MONT. 

 
Chair San Buenaventura, Chair Lee, and committee members, thank you for this opportunity to 
provide testimony on SCR 28, which Designates the Month of March as Hawaii Kidney Awareness 
Month. 
 

Kaiser Permanente Hawaiʻi STRONGLY SUPPORTS SCR 28.  
 
Kaiser Permanente is one of the nation’s largest not-for-profit health plans, serving 12.6 million 
members nationwide, including more than 269,000 members of Kaiser Permanente 
Hawaiʻi.  Across the State, over 4,200 dedicated employees and more than 650 Hawaiʻi 
Permanente Medical Group physicians and advance practice providers work in our integrated 
health system to care for our members and serve our communities. Kaiser Permanente Hawaiʻi has 
more than 20 medical facilities, including our award-winning Moanalua Medical Center. We 
continue to provide high-quality coordinated care for our members and deliver on our commitment 
to improve the health of our members and the 1.4 million people living in the communities we 
serve in Hawaiʻi.  
 
Kaiser Permanente supports SCR 28 because it will raise awareness to a disease that affects 
millions of Americans.  At the same time, Hawaii’s kidney failure rate is 30% higher than the 
national rate, and studies have shown that incidence rates of end stage kidney disease among 
Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders are especially high. 
 
Kaiser Permanente takes an integrated, patient-centered approach to health care that sets our 
disease management program apart, including chronic kidney disease.  It’s built into all our health 
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plans and has our members covered from prevention to personalized medicine to help manage 
patients at risk for chronic conditions, including end-stage renal disease.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this important measure. 
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нннс [ƛƭƛƘŀ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ {ǳƛǘŜ ннс ¶   IƻƴƻƭǳƭǳΣ Iŀǿŀƛƛ фсумт  ¶   t όулуύрурπпслл ¶  C όулуύ рурπпслм 

 

Iŀǿŀƛƛ {ǘŀǘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
Iŀǿŀƛƛ {ǘŀǘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ нпΣ нлно 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wƻƻƳ ннрκ±ƛŘŜƻŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

Iŀǿŀƛƛ {ǘŀǘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ 
 

{/w ну 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ ŀǎ Iŀǿŀƛƛ YƛŘƴŜȅ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ aƻƴǘƘ 
 
DƻƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ /ƘŀƛǊǎ {ŀƴ .ǳŜƴŀǾŜƴǘǳǊŀΣ [ŜŜΤ ±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊǎ !ǉǳƛƴƻΣ LƴƻǳȅŜΣ ŀƴŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ 
¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘǎΦ 
 
aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ WƻŎŜƭȅƴ {ŀŎŎŀƳŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ L ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ Iŀǿŀƛƛ ŀƴŘ DǳŀƳ 
ƻŦ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ 5ƛŀƭȅǎƛǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜ ƻŦ CǊŜǎŜƴƛǳǎ YƛŘƴŜȅ /ŀǊŜΦ   
 
[ƛōŜǊǘȅ 5ƛŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ {¢whbD9{¢ {¦tthw¢ ƻŦ {/w ну 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ ŀǎ 
Iŀǿŀƛƛ YƛŘƴŜȅ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ aƻƴǘƘΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ YƛŘƴŜȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Iŀǿŀƛƛ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ Řƛŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŜǇπŦŜƭǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ aŀǊŎƘ ŀǎ YƛŘƴŜȅ aƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΦ 
 
wŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƴŘπǎǘŀƎŜ ǊŜƴŀƭ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ Iŀǿŀƛƛ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 
ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿŜƴǘȅπŦƛǾŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊƻƻƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŘƛŀōŜǘŜǎΣ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ōƭƻƻŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ 
ǘƻ ŜƴŘπǎǘŀƎŜ ǊŜƴŀƭ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ 5ƛŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ DƛǊƭǎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ 
Iŀǿŀƛƛ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ YƛŘƴŜȅ YƛŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ Iƻƴƻƭǳƭǳ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƎƻƻŘ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǿŜƭƭπōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƎŜǎ ǎƛȄ ǘƻ 
ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƛŘƴŜȅǎΦ  ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ 
ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΗ 
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƪƛŘƴŜȅ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ Iŀǿŀƛƛ ōȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ 
aŀǊŎƘ ŀǎ YƛŘƴŜȅ aƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΗ 
 

LIBERTY I)IALYSISðI_ôIA:\/aýþ





 
Hawaii Medical Association 

1360 South Beretania Street, Suite 200 • Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 
Phone: 808.536.7702 • Fax: 808.528.2376 • hawaiimedicalassociation.org 

 
2023 Hawaii Medical Association Officers 

Angela M. Pratt, MD, President • Elizabeth Ann Ignacio, MD, President Elect • Michael Champion, MD, Immediate Past President 
Nadine Tenn-Salle, MD, Treasurer • Thomas Kosasa, MD, Secretary • Marc Alexander, Executive Director 

 
2023 Hawaii Medical Association Public Policy Coordination Team 

Elizabeth Ann Ignacio, MD, Chair • Beth England, MD, Co-Chair 
Linda Rosehill, JD, Government Relations • Marc Alexander, Executive Director 
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Senator Henry J.C. Aquino, Vice Chair 
 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND CULTURE AND THE ARTS 
Senator Chris Lee, Chair 
Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Vice Chair 
 
 
Date: March 24, 2023 
From: Hawaii Medical Association 
Bernard Robinson, MD, HMA Public Policy Committee 
Re: SCR 28, Designating the Month of March as Hawaii Kidney Awareness Month 
Position: Support 
 
As the 10th leading cause of death, kidney disease is a significant contributor to morbidity and 
mortality across the United States. The rate of kidney failure in Hawaii is 30% higher than the 
national average, indicating the severe impact this condition has had on our state. Increasing 
awareness will improve public education on prevention and treatment.  
 
Furthermore, Hawaii currently suffers from a severe shortage of dialysis, a necessary therapy 
for those suffering from kidney failure. Up to 700 additional Hawaiian residents require dialysis 
every year, increasing the demand on an already strained system. Increasing awareness 
about kidney disease is the first step towards addressing this dangerous deficiency in our 
medical system.  
 
Thank you for allowing the Hawaii Medical Association to testify on this measure.  
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